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ABSTRACT 

Diapensia purpurea Diels belonging to family Diapensiaceae, has first time reported in India. It has collected from Shingba 
Rhododendron Sanctuary, North Sikkim. 


Keywords: Diapensia purpurea, new record, India. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Shingba Rhododendron Sanctuary (27° 42' 06" to 
IT 50' 35" N and 88° 44’ 21" to 88° 42’ 51" E), spreads 
over an area of 43 km 2 , and is located between Lachung 
and Yumthang valley in the North Sikkim. During the 
floristic survey of the sanctuary, one interesting spe¬ 
cies was collected, which eventually identified as Dia¬ 
pensia purpurea Diels. Scrutiny of literature revealed 
that, the species was hitherto not reported from India. 
In the present communication, the species is given with 
correct name, followed by a brief description, phenol¬ 
ogy, ecological notes and two photo images for easy 
identification. 

DiapensiapurpureaDiels,Repert. Spec.Nov. RegniVeg. 
10: 419, 1912. Diapensia purpurea f. bulleyana (Forrest ex 


Diels) W.E.Evans Notes Roy. Bot. Gard. Edinburgh 15: 
232 1927. Diapensia bulleyana Forrest ex Diels Notes Roy. 
Bot. Gard. Edinburgh 5: 207 1912. (Plate 1 &2) 

Herb up to 4-8 cm, forming met on ground; Leaves 
crowded on stem; petioles 2-3mm, semi-amplexicaul, 
persistent; stomata present only on the lower surface of 
leaf; leaf blade spathulate, 2-3 x 1.5-2.5mm, adaxially 
very finely papillose, base gradually narrowed and attenu¬ 
ate into petiole, margin entire and apically slightly revo¬ 
lute, apex rounded, but in upper leaves apex sometimes 
retuse; Flowers sub-sessile; Sepals 5, green with pink tinge, 
spathulate, 4.5-5 x l-2mm, usually with 5 inconspicuous 
veins; Corolla 5, pink, tube tubular, 6-7 x 8-10mm; lobes 
orbiculate, 7.5-8 x 4-4.5 mm, apex acute to round; Stami- 
nodes 5, yellowish white, glabrous; Style 5-8.5 mm, pink, 
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Plate -1: Diapensia purpurea Diels-1: Dorsal side of leaf, II: Ventral side of leaf, III: Flower bud, (IV, V, VI, VII & VIII): various 
views of Flowers, IX: Dorsal surface of Sepals, X: Close-up of Dorsal surface of Sepal XI: Ventral surface of Sepals, XII: Close-up 
of Ventral surface of Sepal; XIII: Dorsal surface of petal; XIV: Ventral surface of petals with stamens; XV: pistil. 
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Plate -2: Diapensia purpurea Diels- A natural location at Alpine Sanctuary (Shingba Rhododendron Sanctuary) of Sikkim 


Table 1: Associated vegetation and ecological status in collected area 


Associated species 

Density 

Frequency 

Abundance 

RIV 

Daphne bholua Buch.-Ham. ex D. Don var. 
glacialis (Sm. & Cave) Burtt. 

20 

60 

33.34 

8.76 

Diapensia purpurea Diels 

35 

20 

40 

6.13 

Elsholtzia strobilifera (Benth.) Benth. 

10 

40 

6.5 

2.61 

Euphorbia wallichii Hook.f. 

45 

60 

22.33 

6.63 

Meconopsis villosa (Hook.f.) G. Taylor 

4 

40 

2 

1.88 

Piptanthus nepalensis (Hook.) D. Don 

14 

60 

5.67 

3.42 

Primula capitata Hook. 

22 

60 

6 

3.48 

Primula glomerata Pax 

65 

100 

137 

38.40 

Primula petiolaris Wall. 

5 

20 

7 

1.71 

Rhododendron ciliatum Hook.f. 

16 

60 

12 

4.64 

Rhododendron fulgens Hook.f. 

1 

40 

2.5 

1.95 

Rhododendron glaucophyllum Rehder 

1 

20 

5 

1.44 

Rhododendron hodgsonii Hook.f. 

1 

20 

3 

1.17 

Rhododendron niveum Hook.f. 

1 

40 

4.5 

2.28 

Rhododendron thomsonii Hook.f. 

4 

100 

2.8 

4.58 

Salix serpyllum Anderson 

5 

20 

3 

1.17 
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shorter to longer than corolla tube; stigma capitate, ovary 
1mm, greenish pink; Capsule globular, 2-3 mm in diam. 

Flowering and Fruiting: Its buds appear after melting of 
ice. It’s blooming during April month. 

Specimen examined: INDIA (Sikkim): North Sikkim- 
Shingba Rhododendron Sanctuary, N 27° 43' 01" E 88° 44’ 
34", 24.04.2014, CS Purohit 38080 (BSHC-47423); 

Notes: This plant has collected from Shingba Rho¬ 
dodendron Sacntuary, North Sikkim. It has grown in 
patches on rocks and found only in single locality. Asso¬ 
ciated vegetation and their ecological status are in Table- 
1. Total numbers of Diapensia purpurea plants are about 
35 in sanctuary and it is grows in small patches on rocks. 
Closely associated plants are Primula petiolaris, Salix ser- 
phyllum and Euphorbia wallichii (Table-1). 

Through critical study of leaves of Diapensia purpurea, 


it was found that the apex of upper few leaves is some¬ 
times retuse which is not reported earlier. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

The author is thankful to Director Botanical Survey of 
India and Scientist In-charge, BSI, Sikkim Himalayan 
Regional Centre for encouragement and facilities. 

REFERENCE 

EVANS, W.E. 1927. A revision of the genus Diapensia with spe¬ 
cial reference to the Sino-Himalayan species. Notes Roy. Bot. 
Card. Edinburgh 15: 209-236. 

SHU Y.M. 2005. Diapensia L., Flora of China 14: 235-236 
(online). 


www.nelumbo-bsi.org 


Nelumbo I 59 





